CCP Testimonies

· “Worried that your approach to advocating nonviolence is a bit rusty?  I’ve just come back from a 3-day training for trainers of nonviolence, held at Kirkridge, led by Janet Chisholm, CCP’s full-time trainer.  Our age range was from early twenties to late seventies – 22 of us.  I learned a huge amount that is new to me about how to do this work (I admit that my own attempts have been ‘home-grown.’)  Chisholm …insists that nonviolence work begin in our own experience – we took part in many exercises, role plays, etc. – and then moved to generalizing, with material from Gandhi, King, Nagler, Lakey, Deming, Douglass, Moyer, etc.  She insists that nonviolence work must move on to include components on ‘Social Change’ and ‘Community Building’ and ‘Action.’  I wish I could have taken this training 15 years ago – my work in training Witness for Peace delegations would have been more effective, and my workshop last summer at Montreat could have had more variety and challenge in it.” 

     
Anne Barstow, NY  

· “This has been the most helpful training event of my career---the most relevant and most inspiring and efficiently presented, at several points exquisite.”   Beth Turner, NC
· “The Nonviolence training was outstanding.  I got so much out of it and heard nothing but words of praise and appreciation….I am encouraged over how God may use this experience to begin to moderate the hawkish nature of our state.”    Phin Washer, TX
· “A truly remarkable learning event ….healing, empowering and rich in educational content.  I feel privileged to be a part of this training network.”   Don Christensen, MN

· “I felt a graceful, encouraging presence. The integration of many disciplines and traditions into one great song was music for heart and soul”    William Exner, NH

· “I appreciate the care with which the program approaches the issue of nonviolence. I believe the skills you teach are useful in the kinds of heated discussions that so often occur in the church.”  Anonymous
· “Nonviolence is a healthier alternative, yet few of us are truly equipped to take on the challenge even when we may wish/desire for alternatives that are more humane.  In other words, we may want more humaneness but we still need to learn how to be humane, to display our humane capacities further.”  Mimi Dinh, NY
· “Thank you for the extremely valuable workshop!  Some significant realizations came to me through our time together.  I can see them already beginning to manifest in my interactions with my family and others I meet in my daily life… I am also very grateful to be reminded that ‘evil doers are also victims and are not evil people.’  Knowing this makes it so much easier to forgive them, love them and live with them in peace.” Jan Siebert-Wahrmund, OR
· “…I was very pleased that the workshop felt open to all spiritualities” Richard Rowley, NY
· “This has been the most productive workshop I’ve attended in a long time.  Bravo & Congratulations!  The best things about the training were acquiring tools, skills, resources, strategies, methods and plans for a definite activity of peacemaking for my community.”  

Liz Jackson, MD
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I was taught for years how to be tough, independent and violent.  I was tortured as part of my military training to teach me how to withhold information and emotions.  I am sad to say that I learned too well how to hide stuff.  It is only recently, like at the Olympia training for trainers, that I am finding some of what I hid long ago.

I think that a part of me grew up with you.  I came to training with the youthful excitement and passion to learn more about active nonviolence.  I quickly reached my weekend middle age and learned that I am blind to how much I have to learn and how difficult it is for me.  And then I found the “Jewel”, as Janet would say, of my weekend old age.


The Jewel was that by our willingness and efforts to come together, both a space and an opportunity were created to allow me to explore a dark corner of violence in my soul.

You all gifted me the safety to walk on highly charged emotional ground surrounding some of my life experiences.  This was the first time in a long time that I had done so... right there beside you, in the darkness of my ignorance, on rocky ground, confused, and scared.


And when I tried to take a facilitator step and fell, I felt your hands reaching out to me, encouraging me to stand up again, helping to support me until my knees stopped shaking, my head cleared, and my cotton mouth moistened again.


You then offered me tips on how to navigate the rocky path, and I listened... because I learned that you, too, have walked that common ground and can give me insights that I could not have hoped to have without you.


Thank you for sharing your courage and compassion, and your tenderness and tenacity.

I am honored and humbled to have you as my teacher, and to work side by side with you to create a culture of peace.   Tim Pluta, Veterans for Peace, Asheville, NC
Note: Jocelyn organized a training because she found no local protest against starting a war with Iraq --- not from media, faith communities, university, or town.  She was not an experienced organizer, but after the nonviolence training decided to take action and sent a challenge by email to everyone she knew:  “At noon Wednesday I will be at the main intersection in silent vigil with a protest sign and invite you to join me, but I will be there in any event.”  Shortly afterward, she notified Janet Chisholm:
· 1/23/03:   “Janet – thought you’d be interested in progress so far.  People are forwarding my message to others on their e-mail lists!  I have it posted on the united for peace website.  Called a couple of other churches here – Quakers and UCC.  E-mailed to Pax Christi….A friend is obtaining fact sheets to hand out….I think this is really going to happen!!!!!!”

· 1/29/03:  “Woe ---it really happened – in the pouring rain!!!  We had at least 50 people at our Stand for Peace – including a representative from a local mosque who had alerted media.  Several TV stations and the newspaper came.  People who were there asked for more --- so next week --- same time, same place!!!  …. Jocelyn”

· 2/5/03:  “Hi – Very sunny today – and people stood for an hour.  Some repeaters, some new.  Media coverage again --- they can’t figure us out!....  Met with interfaith group yesterday – there will be a walk on the 15th and a vigil on the day we begin war, as well as the weekly vigils on Wednesday.  Wow!!!     The Rev. Jocelyn Bell, Chattanooga, TN

