CCP Publicity / Outreach
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Your retreat will be as successful as your reach.  It is your responsibility to excite the community about CCP. The more you talk, advertise, send out emails and utilize local media – the more participants you will draw. Attract people you want to work with in the future. Attract diverse participants (ages, economic status, gender, culture, religion and sexual orientation) so their perspectives will provide a rich training experience.  

· Word of mouth - This is often the best way to promote an event – everyone on your organizing team can personally invite others they know. Contact local peace and justice groups, faith groups, Veterans for Peace, community organizations and schools; ask to make a 2-5 minute appeal during a worship service or meeting to speak to members.  This will allow you to speak to many people at one time. 
· Written ads - Consider the sample ads on pp.17-18 or create your own. Keep them short and to the point – too many words can cause readers to skim the information or ignore your message. A catchy opening line in a bold typeface will draw them into the rest of the message. Put notices of CCP training in local papers and free community flyers.  Post bright-colored flyers in areas that a lot of people frequent.

· Electronic ads - Many towns, organizations and individuals have e-mail lists and websites for a calendar of events, spiritual retreats, classes, action alerts and peace and justice notices. These can be very effective, especially if they are short and attention-grabbing. National CCP will post your training on the CCP website.  
· Local Media - You have all the media you need right at your fingertips – local cable, webcasts, newspapers, newsletters and radio stations. They report news for area residents and are often excited to hear about a national program coming to town. They may ask to do an interview or a feature story, either before and after the event. Articles after the training help to generate excitement around the next CCP training in the area, which builds a larger group of allies for peacemaking.   

